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The church in the heart of Penn Hills that is the heart of Penn Hills 

Pastor’s Page 
The day after the Autumnal Equinox, I was out for an early morning jog in my neighborhood, when I experienced 
the most blessed of things: a cool breeze that could only be described as one thing: Fall. The rustling of leaves and 
chill in the air meant that the humidity had subsided and thus a new season was upon us. And as I felt that breeze, I 
could only think one thing: “We made it (to Fall)!” 
 
You see, October is my Zen. It’s my go-to jam. Wood smoke, fallen leaves, apples and spices. Death and decay 
never smelled so good. “We made it!” After months of heat and humidity, we made it! That’s how I often feel when 
we get to October. A sense of relief, of peace starts to seep into my bones along with the crisp autumn air. 
 
In some ways that probably sounds odd. Fall, after all, is when things start to get busy for families, schools, and 
churches. But it’s a busyness with a purpose, with an aim. It’s akin to reaching the top of the Steel Curtain ride at 
Kennywood and peering down the slope below. (That is if you keep your eyes open on rollercoasters!) Sure, things 
are about to speed up—but this is the part we all came for.  
 
And sure, it is the season that ushers in a sense of death, of letting go in favor of what is to come. As the popular 
saying goes, “the leaves are about to show us how lovely it is to let dead things go.” Not in a macabre sense. But in 
a death to new life sense. A reminder that even though the trees will become bare, that doesn’t mean that they have 
ceased to exist. They simply shed what is dead in order to continue to live. Yes, this is the good stuff right now.  
 
Throughout October we are surrounded by images of dying, not only in the natural world of harvested fields and 
trees giving up their leaves but also upon every store shelf and front porch. Halloween comes, bearing with it 
legions of grinning skulls, spider webs, ghouls and goblins and nightmare-inducing characters of every conceivable 
variety.  
 
At Halloween you can be anything, anyone: a rock god, a movie star, a werewolf or a fairy. You can indulge in 
fantasy, in superstition, in a good and hearty scare. The usual boundaries are broken down. The usual rules don’t 
apply. And while this most American of celebrations has become almost completely secularized, nevertheless its 
Christian roots show through in the laughter that accompanies all these images of horror. 
 
Because we all know that not only is death wrong but it is downright scary. No matter the amount of faith that you 
believe to possess, deep down we are all afraid of dying. Of the unknown: when will it happen? Will I feel anything? 
What about my family? Try as we might to ignore our fears, in comes death to surprise us, to remind us of its 
presence, and to make us afraid. 
 
Yet, as baptized Christians, even death doesn’t have the final say over us. For in Christ, we have made it. To live 
beyond death, beyond the grave, in the Lord’s eternal love and embrace. To know that whether we live or whether 
we die we are the Lord’s.  
 
So, hang up your decorations. Drink your pumpkin spice beverage without shame. And know that in the end, 
whatever is dead will rise again from the dust and ashes, as the Lord breathes his life and spirit into all of creation. 
For in Christ, we have all made it.   
 
Peace, 
Pastor Martha 

 



Deacon’s Desk 

The Joy of Noise 
Last Sunday, I sat down with Sunday School kiddos to teach a lesson on creation.  But more importantly, we sat 
down together.  We laughed, we talked about school, and what our families were up to.  They told me about 
wearing masks all day, and who they get to see on the playground. Suddenly the lesson didn’t matter that 
much.  Our kiddos were basking in the sheer joy of each other's presence. And they giggled, I had almost forgotten 
what it's like when a gaggle of kids start to giggle, and no matter what you do as the grown-up to regain control, 
they just giggle: AND IT WAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SOUND IN THE WORLD!  In so many ways, life has 
started to feel “normal” again in those brief moments and encounters. But the pandemic is not over yet, and we will 
continue to live into our new normal, and find life and joy in those times when we can gather together, even if it's 
only to giggle over pop tarts in the grass.  
 
Fall Events 
As we continue to find our new normal in the middle of the Covid pandemic, each one of our ministry teams has 
had to ask themselves, How do we continue to serve in a way that is faithful and meets the needs of our 
community?   Our Parish Life team has struggled with the question of how do we eat together safely, so that we 
may enjoy fellowship with each other, while providing the hospitality of safely? 
 
In the past, we have hosted 3 major fall events here at Zion, Trunk or Treat, Reformation Sunday Celebrations and 
a Community Thanksgiving Meal.   
  
Reformation and Thanksgiving pose a few other challenges, so what do we do? The same thing that we have done 
for the last 20 months, we PIVOT! 
 
Our Parish Life team will host a Reformation Bonfire after worship, where we will enjoy hot beverages and soft 

pretzels and a few other exciting activities, on Sunday, October 31. We 
will party like it's 1517! 
 

 
 
We also know that there is a need for a hot Thanksgiving Meal in our community.  We will be serving a take out 
only Thanksgiving meal on Wednesday, November 24.  We need volunteers!!!!! Volunteers to help cook, and 
package the meals.  Please let Deacon know if you are able to help in any way.  We can only provide this valuable 
service to community if we have enough volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
Good Food For A Good Cause 

Our youth group will be hosting a fundraiser for their trip to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering at Texas Roadhouse in Monroeville on November 9th 
from 4-8 PM.  You will need to have a copy of the flyer (which is 
attached here) for our teens to get 10% of the proceeds.  You can dine in 
or do take out!  We will also have a basket raffle that evening!  So enjoy 
those yummy rolls and cinnamon butter while helping our teens grow in 
their faith. 

 
 



Gift Card Drive 
Once again, our food pantry will participate in the KDKA Turkey Fund.  This fund provides $20 gift cards for our 
food pantry clients to use for holiday meals.  However, we do not receive enough of them to give one to every 
family that uses our pantry.  Year after year, this congregation has stepped up to the plate as we collect $20 gift 
cards from you.  If you would like to contribute a gift card or cash to this effort, please let Deacon Amy know.  

 

Zion Book Club: Zion’s Book Club meets on Mondays at 1:00pm – please contact Diane at 

DianeSantoriello@gmail.com or 412-435-6297 for more information. Everyone welcome!  Here are our 

upcoming Books: 

                      10/18    “Redhead by the Side of the Road” by Ann Tyler 

                      11/15    “Searcher” by Tana French 

                      12/20 – 2022 Book selection/potluck 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT:  We are thrilled that we can offer Trunk or Treat to the Penn Hills community this 

year on Saturday, October 23 from 3-5, just as we have any other year!  If you would like to sponsor a trunk 

please let the office know.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space as well.  We also encourage 

you to invite any young person you may know to the event!  Flyers are available for distribution.  

 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline:  Do you have an idea for an article, update on a project, or a photo from a Zion event or a 

shout-out or thank you?  We would love to have it!  All articles are due by the 20th of each month.  Please send 

them via e-mail to:  julie@zionpennhills.org.   

 

Ministry of Compassion:   Our August donation was made to the Penn Hills Marching Band. 

                                             Our September donation was made to the Jewish Family Services. 
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Passages: Intersections of the Sacred in Cairo Egypt 

September 2021 

 

Hello everyone - Steve here and I’m hoping this newsletter finds you well! Pastor Christie and I have recently  

returned from a few weeks in the States where we were able to visit some amazing congregations (a huge thank  

you to those congregations who welcomed us and who listened to our story!!)  and “enjoy” many doctor and  

dental appointments. I’m happy to say that we are in good health and, of course, I use the quotations as humor,  

because I am keenly aware of our medical privileges and the incredible health care we are able to receive. So,  

the time with family and friends was beautiful, valuable, and precious – we loved every short minute of it and  

we anticipate seeing our daughters again at Christmas time, here in Cairo. 

 

We had the chance to meet up with a former StARS school student while we were home.  Nayafar was resettled  

with her parents to Kansas last fall.  Her husband and two daughters still live in Egypt (as with many resettlement  

cases, there are lots of complications) so she stopped by to bring some things for us to take to them when we 

returned.   

It was great to be with her! We pray she will be reunited with her whole family soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the time spent traveling (and now returning to the continent  

of Africa), what I notice is that even though Cairo seems to always  

remain the same and incredibly consistent, I see that I have changed  

just a little bit every time I return. I can feel the turnings in my  

perception and expectations – even when the strangest adventures seem common place now. And in those moments, 

I can tell that it’s a blessing to feel present and to appreciate life exactly as it is. 

 

It was almost fall in the US when we left.  Cairo greeted us with blue skies and 100 degrees.   

This is the view outside the Maadi office where we work some days. Our community based organization  

program also has it's offices here.  

 

As usual, we’ve been very busy with our varying duties and commitments and our days continue to be  

completely life-giving (and sometimes exhausting), and for this we are grateful. We notice that we interact  

and often, react, differently to life here than we did two years ago and it feels as if each stretch of time here  

becomes its own chapter. On some level, maybe it’s because we become aware or understand or expect certain  

customs and expectations to be in place at this point. It's true that we now have a better grasp on how the language  

and interactions flow, and yet it feels like more than that.   Maybe it continues to simply be the peeling of layers,  

which are certainly a varied collection of status, norms, and deep culture. It’s knowing and seeing our own lifestyle  

and behavior: where our treatment and reality can be so stunningly and painfully different than the people we love  

and work with on a daily basis. It’s always a lot to process, even in privilege and we continue to find truth in the 

importance of have the uncomfortable conversations.    



 
The Dinka Presbyterian congregation in worship last week.  We are all still masked here during worship  

which hasn't been easy but we continue to work together to keep everyone safe. 

 

For now, our collective ELCA work moves forward: guitar lessons for the Unaccompanied Youth Bridging  

Program at Naimo Center are completed and I have many, many more people and school sites that have now  

requested some guitar training. Also, I continue to compile and construct a user-friendly (hopefully.) Special  

Education Manual for the StARS ministry for all schools and staff to use. My hope is that all the related departments 

of StARS can benefit from the manual and that there can be a constant resource for people to reference at any time.  

In other news: the Hearing Aid Project, which includes hearing aid units donated by a wonderful Specialist from the  

Vancouver, Washington area, continues to roll on with a shipment expected to arrive in December! The time and  

effort of this individual, along with the Lions Club of America and the Starkey Corporation, continues to literally  

touch the lives of hundreds of people. 

 
Christie goofing around with a couple of our "taller" members at St  

Andrew's during tea time after worship (both coincidentally named John--one John from Sudan the other  

John from Venezuela! We love our church! ) 

 

Lastly, due to the continued threat of the Delta variant, I am not currently teaching in-person English classes 

 in the Mokattum village as I had shared in our last newsletter. Of course, the hope and prayer is that we can  

all remain healthy and will see the day when Covid 19 has been completely eradicated. We are grateful to have  

received the vaccine while we were home. We continue to hope our friends and colleagues here can do the same.   

Until then, we continue to take the same global precautions and try to live life to the fullest, without unwarranted fear. 

 

Ok folks, well that’s all from me today and hopefully we will see you all very soon, inshallah, and take good care,  

Steve (Christie sends her love and prayers to you all as well!) 



 

 
Christie post vaccine #2.  As a part of our experience here, we are always mindful and carry the  

recognition of what a privilege getting a vaccine is.  Many of us in the West do not really realize this.   

I know we never did.  A copy of a poster that is seen all over the church compound right now.  We  

hired a caseworker who's only job is to help refugee staff and clients get registered for the vaccine. 

It's been a hard, slow task--in great part because as many times individuals are not called for appointments  

or are turned away at vaccination sites even with proper documentation.   
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How can you support us? 

Prayer and encouragement are always welcome and so appreciated!   

Financial support is also necessary for us to continue our work.  More information about how  

your congregation can support us can be found at: https://community.elca.org/Egypt 

for individuals donations can be shared here: 

https://support.elca.org/site/TR/Events/General?px=1066411&pg=personal&fr_id=1370 

 

We would also absolutely love to hear from you! We are always available to participate with  

congregations online and provide information, sermons, music and more!   

Our email addresses are: Christie.manisto@elca.org  Steven.saari@elca.org 

Many thanks to all of you. 
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                BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES FOR OCTOBER 

10/1      Robert McClure, Jr.  10/27   Noah Houghtelin 

          Patti Shifflett   10/28   Sue Clydesdale 

10/3      Carol Hendershot              10/31   Barry Fraser 

10/4      Joshua Hoback 

10/5      Jane Bigenho 

10/10    William Stolp 

          Nicholas Lamorte 

10/12    Gabrielle Hershman 

10/18    Barbara Cooper 

10/19    Sandra Durick 

10/21    Brody Smith 

          Allison Welsh 

10/23    Paul Agnew 

          Casey Haftl 

          Ray Rall 

 

                 Anniversaries 

10/10/1981 Curt & Susan Baumann 

10/11/2003 Reid & Brenda Wolfe 

10/15/2011 Craig & Alyson Stover 

                10/29/2016  Matthew & Leslie Dippold 
 

 

OREMUS:     

Care Facility:  Richard Misenhelter (UPMC Heritage Place, Squirrel Hill), 

Carol Hendershot (Woodside, Presbyterian Sr. Care, Oakmont)  

Prayers Requested For:  Nancy Fabel, Debbie Marks, Sandra Short, Dorothy Renn (mother of 

Cindy Pierce), Maryan Yoder, Bob Beresky, Les Vidmar, Alan Dippold, Al D’Ambrosio, Neil 

Santoriello, Wayne Stumpf, Kathy Kraf, Marie Dixon, Chris Vuocolo (nephew of Mary Lou 

D’Ambrosio), Jean Betker, Beth Rall, Joe Hesketh, Darren Thompson, Ezra Jordan (great 

grandson of Sandra Short), Mary Lucas (friend of Amy Santoriello), Rob Pelc (friend of Kathy 

Conrad), Jamie Anthony (niece of Kathy Conrad), Morgan (niece of Joe & Marc Schuler), Jim 

Kelly (cousin of Bob Page), Chris Nieser (cousin of Julie Nieser), Tom Santoriello (brother of 

Neil Santoriello), John Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), Bob Swezey (friend of Annette 

Felmley), Jack Kelly (friend of Tony Lamorte), Bob Scott, Evelyn Lamm, Theodore Stolp, Jr. 

Ingeborg Booher, Mary Jean Hawkins (cousin of Neil Santoriello), Rachel Faulkner, John & 

Margaret Thompson (mother & father of Darren Thompson), Larry Dillon (cousin of Rhonda 

Pope), Kim Paronish (sister-in-law of Kara Albrecht), Denise Capobianco (friend of Sandra 

Short),  Judy Danik (friend of Charlotte Murray), Tom Brown (nephew of Amy Seroky), 

Yolanda Szitas (mother of Carol Dugan), Bekki Hessong (cousin of Diane Santoriello), Samara 

Davis (sister of Diane Santoriello), Aarika Maisak (friend of Kara Albrecht), Dan Smerker 

(grandfather of Cassie and Kyra Short), Patrick Taylor, Dorothy DeLuca (sister of Evelyn 

Ross), Donna Spinazzola (friend of Sallie Lazar), and for the family and friends of Don Fabel.  
 


