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The church in the heart of Penn Hills that is the heart of Penn Hills 

Pastor’s Page 
“Live in the present, not in the past and not in the future.”  
 
It’s a saying that we are all familiar with. To live in today. To not burden ourselves or daydream about what once was or what 
could have been in our lives. To not become too preoccupied with what we hope will happen in the future. Instead, to live 
today for the sake of today. 
 
Yet, here we are, entering the month of November and the tail end of the Fall season. It’s a challenge to keep hope going as 
the last leaf falls off the tree, as the first crunch of the ground swallows life beneath us – as nature moves this time of the year 
in Pittsburgh, in the U.S., and around the world.  
 
It’s a struggle to keep faithful or even to keep your spirits up as night takes over the day, as darkness creeps more and more 
into the light, as the temperatures continue to drop, and eventually snow accumulates by the feet everywhere from our 
driveways and sidewalks, to our lawns and flowerbeds, and on our streets. I don’t know about all of you, but it takes me a few 
days to adjust to the fact that it’s becoming darker and darker in the morning hours and that it’s becoming darker and darker at 
night, especially the time right before we adjust our clocks back for Daylight Savings Time. 
 
Let’s be honest, depending on your current reality, it can be very easy to dwell on the past or to spend too much time worrying 
about or daydreaming about the future. It’s much more of a challenge to only stay in the present, especially depending on the 
day when that present provides its own series of challenges or worries to occupy the busy days and anxious nights.  
 
Instead, to let todays’ worries and troubles be enough for today. And to leave tomorrow’s concerns for tomorrow. Which, 
even I will admit is really really hard to do. With anxiety in the economy from rising fuel and grocery costs, supply chain 
disruptions, the continued need to be vigilant against the pandemic, and all of the other personal matters which weigh on our 
hearts and minds on any given day, it can be easy to want to wish things were at the abracadabra point of everything being 
“ok” again.   
 
Our texts this month are all about the present, namely the promise of hope and resurrection and life and blessings which are 
given and bestowed in the present tense. The texts that we will have this month will all point to a hope and a promise which is 
given and bestowed to you and I, today. In the present. Not in the past and not in the future, but today. 
 
The texts that we will hear in worship on Sunday mornings this month will beckon us to hear, in no uncertain terms, that it is 
in just this time that the faithful (you and I and all believers in Christ) are called to be what they and we are: namely, faithful. 
Having already been grasped by the One who will never ever let us go, we cling to faith that not only sustains us but which 
raises the dead. 
 
We are called to remember the dead in hope, just as we will on All Saints Sunday on November 7th. We are called to not be 
alarmed when faced with trials and temptations in the world, which we will hear about on November 14th. We will be called to 
worship at the feet of Christ who is King and Lord over all, as we will on November 21st for Christ the King Sunday. And 
then we will begin to prepare Him room in our hearts and minds as we enter into the Advent season on November 28th.    
 
We are to give thanks for all that is life in the very heart and breath and soul of the month of November, just as the abundance 
of the season of Fall passes through our fingertips and we are ushered into the season of winter.  
 
We are to hope. And to have joy. And to trust. In the present tense and, yes, even in the month of November. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Martha 

 



Deacon’s Desk 

There is no going back!  I’m writing this on my new iPad. It’s the first thing I’ve of length, I’ve written on it.  It 

feels weird, the keyboard is smaller then my laptop, the feel of the mouse pad is too light.  I was so excited to 

get a new computer. Mine was slowing down, I couldn’t download new updates or software but it was 

comfortable.  I knew just how much pressure to put on the track pad, and where on my desktop files were. And 

yes, my virtual desktop, looks like my actual desk top, to the common eye a mess, and yes, I do know 

everything is.  So right now, I miss my old comfy laptop.  I could walk to the other room and get it and switch 

back but wouldn’t help me adjust to the new one, the lighter one, the one that that fits in my purse, the one with 

better software.  I just need to adjust, and that will take time. I’ll learn its idiocies and how to use the stylist , 

and it will learn my weird spellings and hand writing. Then it will be my comfortable device. I feel like this has 

been a metaphor for how we as a society are finding our way at this point in the pandemic.  We can choose to 

go back to the way things were in 2019, or we move forward with something new. Parts of life worked well for 

us in 2019, just like my old top still types and most of the time picks up the internet. I have documents on it that 

I’ll still need to make reference too.  But we are not the same people in 2021 that we were in 2019.  2020 

changed us. It asked us what was important? It asked us, what worked for our society, and what didn’t? And 

boy, did we find out where the holes in social safety nets are.  Some of us want to go back, back to what felt 

normal. No masks, running into the grocery store, kids going to school with the only hopes of a cancellation 

being for a snow day. And to be honest, if I never have to worry about the wether the worship stream had sound 

again, or a secure internet connection, I would be happy camper.  But we are not going back, We CANNOT. 

We are all different people.  We are 2 years older, and for some of us that means 2 year frailer, 2 years wiser, 2 

years taller, 2 years…. Just like I am learning to adjust to this new smaller keyboard, we all are learning to 

adjust to the “new” yet ever changing normal.  Zoom and hybrid meetings are here to stay, and as much as I 

hate not seeing people in person.  I love an evening meeting in my pjs from my sofa.  Committee members with 

small children can still make a meeting and not interrupt their child’s bedtime routine.  Older members can 

participate in worship even when health concerns keep them in the house.  Yes, setting up for Sunday School 

outside is a pain the backside, but this week, we got to act out the story in the grass, running around hunting for 

animals. But I want coffee hour back!  And Potlucks! But for now, I’ll settle for just being able to gather around 

a bonfire with a hot pretzel and cup of cider for our reformation party. And I’m excited to serve a Thanksgiving 

meal to the community again, even if its a to meal. We’ve even been able to serve the community is more 

efficient ways by moving to a drive thru food pantry.  And Zion, like the rest of our community will continue to 

find new ways to move forward to worship God and serve God’s people in new and interesting ways.   
 

Faith Promise Cards:  Please pray and discern how you would like to contribute for the upcoming year.  

Please return them by November 1st.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 
 

Thanksgiving Community Meal:  We will be serving a take-out only Thanksgiving meal on Wednesday, 

November 24.  We need volunteers!!!!! Volunteers to help cook, and package the meals.  Please let Deacon 

know if you are able to help in any way.  We can only provide this valuable service to community if we have 

enough volunteers! 

     Last year, we put so many of our ministries on hold, and we were unable to host our Thanksgiving Meal. 

This year our Outreach and Parish Life teams will host a drive thru style Thanksgiving.  We are taking 

reservations for to-go meals that will include Turkey with all the fixings and dessert, and we need you to 

help!  We will cook, pack and Distribute meals on Wednesday, November 24.  

Please consider volunteering to help cook, package or distribute meals to our neighbors.  

     I will….. 

   ___Help with the shopping. 

___Help cook Wednesday 10-noon. 

___Help package noon-2:30. 

___Help distribute 2:00-4:00. 

___ Help distribute and clean up 4:00-6:30. 

___ Help Shop  

___Make a monetary donation to off-set the cost of the meal. 

      I would like to reserve #___ of meals. 



Good Food For A Good Cause 
Our youth group will be hosting a fundraiser for their trip to the ELCA 
Youth Gathering at Texas Roadhouse in Monroeville on November 9th 
from 4-8 PM.  You will need to have a copy of the flyer (which is 
attached here) for our teens to get 10% of the proceeds.  You can dine in 
or do take out!  We will also have a basket raffle that evening!  So enjoy 
those yummy rolls and cinnamon butter while helping our teens grow in 
their faith. 

 
 
Gift Card Drive 
Once again, our food pantry will participate in the KDKA Turkey Fund.  This fund provides $20 gift cards for our 
food pantry clients to use for holiday meals.  However, we do not receive enough of them to give one to every 
family that uses our pantry.  Year after year, this congregation has stepped up to the plate as we collect $20 gift 
cards from you.  If you would like to contribute a gift card or cash to this effort, please let Deacon Amy know.  

 

Zion Book Club: Zion’s Book Club meets on Mondays at 1:00pm – please contact Diane at 

DianeSantoriello@gmail.com or 412-435-6297 for more information. Everyone welcome!  Here are our 

upcoming Books:                 

                      11/15    “Searcher” by Tana French 

                      12/20 – 2022 Book selection/potluck 

 

WE LIVE AS STEWARDS 

Christian Stewardship is Generous (James 1) 

Generosity involves a willingness to sacrifice for the benefit of others.  Giving is merely the act of releasing 

something of value. 

     Since all we have is God’s generosity, we should use it for His purpose.  God’s purpose for us in our lives is 

expressed in various vocations or callings that we have. 

Our vocation as Christians, and as members of a particular Christian congregation where we receive the word of 

God and His sacrament, makes a claim on us, on our presence on Sunday morning, and on our support for the 

work of the Gospel.  Likewise, our calling in the home makes a claim on us.  In society at large our vocation is 

varied, but they all boil down to being a good neighbor no matter where we are.  In each place, we are to love 

our neighbor as we love ourselves.  That means being a faithful friend and worker, a kind and generous 

neighbor. 

     God’s law on supporting the church calls us to support it faithfully, to do it voluntarily and cheerfully, and to 

do it proportionally.  I have certainly not been as cheerful or faithful a giver as I should be.  God loves us and 

has made us His children in Baptism.  He feeds us with His very body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  

We are His and no one can snatch us out of His hands, and that’s the motivation for cheerful, generous giving to 

the Lord’s work. 

     In Corinthians 8:8, Paul addresses the same concept when challenging the early Macedonian Church:  I am 

not commanding you but want to list the sincerity of your love.  Generosity even amidst poverty reveals our 

love for God (2Corinthians 8:2) 

 

Remember to pick up your Thanksgiving Dinner at Zion between the hours of 4-6 on Wednesday, November 24. 

Have a Blessed Day 

Stewardship Team 

 

Ministry of Compassion:   Our September donation went to Jewish Family Services 

                                              Our October donation is going to go to Auberle 

 

Newsletter Deadline:  Do you have an idea for an article, update on a project, or a photo from a Zion event or a 

shout-out or thank you?  We would love to have it!  All articles are due by the 20th of each month.  Please send 

them via e-mail to:  julie@zionpennhills.org.   

 

mailto:DianeSantoriello@gmail.com
mailto:julie@zionpennhills.org


Annual IRA Required Minimum Distribution (RMD):  If you are 72 or older, please consider Zion 

Lutheran Church as the recipient of a charitable gift from your RMD without incurring income tax on 

the gift amount. These gifts can be designated to Current Expenses, Major Maintenance, the Zion 

Mission Endowment Fund (in honor or memory of loved ones), and/or any other special fund. A form is 

available in the tract rack in the narthex to indicate your preferred designation(s). Talk to Pat Pope if 

you have questions about the form. You should consult your IRA custodian, tax advisor, or an attorney 

for this distribution. Distributions from your IRA plan must be made payable directly from your IRA 

custodian to Zion Lutheran Church. You must act before December 31 of each year. 

 

 

                                   CREATION CARE CORNER 

 

                                                                                                            
                                                  “ The Issue With Tissue”            

Just below the Arctic Circle, the largest old-growth forest on the planet rings the globe. Known as the great 

boreal forest, Canada’s share of this dense mix of towering fir trees is a vast one billion acres! It is being leveled 

at an alarming rate of a million acres a year, much of which ends up in US supermarkets as throwaway toilet 

paper, tissues, and paper towels, 

 

The softer the paper towels or toilet paper, the more “virgin” timber from the boreal forest is used in its 

manufacture. This requires the cutting of original boreal forest trees that sequester or store huge amounts of 

carbon in their structures. Old growth boreal trees play a key role in limiting the Greenhouse gas, carbon 

dioxide. Harder paper towels, tissues, and toilet paper contain higher amounts of recycled paper, require less 

virgin timber, and therefore help save the boreal!  One earth-friendly option for congregations and families is to 

consult the National Resources Defense Council’s( NRDC) report, “The Issue With Tissue.” This includes a 

report card ranking major brands of paper towels, facial tissue, and toilet paper according to their impact on the 

Canadian Boreal Forest.  Then stock your home and your church accordingly, purchasing only Grade A and B 

paper products if possible and avoiding grade F companies. When in doubt, choose paper products labeled 

“earth friendly” (ex  FSC, Forest Stewardship Council) rather than those “heavenly soft” ones! 

 

 



 

    All Creation Sings is a new, comprehensive song and prayer collection for every worshiping community. It is a 

supplement for Evangelical Lutheran Worship. This resource contains expansive hymns and liturgies that 

invite us to join our voices with God's whole creation. Zion has chosen to incorporate this new supplement 

into our worship services. We have received a generous donation covering one half of the cost of the 

hymnals needed in our sanctuary plus a generous donation from a memorial fund as well. We still need to 

raise the other monies to pay for these books along with the postage and handling. An. opportunity to 

donate $10.00 to have a hymnal dedicated to the memory of a loved one or in recognition of an important 

person in your life. A bookplate will be placed in the front of a hymnal with your designations. Watch for 

more information coming, but this gives you a "heads up” so you can begin thinking about your pleasure.  

                                                                                             Cindy Pierce and Gail Snyder  

 

Daylight Savings:  Just a reminder to turn your clocks back Saturday, November 6!  Enjoy that extra hour of 

sleep.           

All Saints Sunday:   Next Sunday, November 7th, we will remember all those in our midst who have been 

faithful unto death since the past All Saints Sunday. This year we are also inviting all members to bring a photo 

of their loved one with them to worship that morning regardless of when they died. 

 

Hope for the Holidays:  Join Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service in spreading hope to children and 

families in immigration detention this holiday season.  Your holiday cards and donations to purchase gifts for 

children will remind them that they are not forgotten during the holiday season.  LIRS is the only national non-

profit organization that has this special partnership with the family detention centers.  Each year, we are given 

access to information about children who are being held in detention over the holiday season.  With that 

information, we are able to hand-select gifts like books, journals, art supplies, teddy bears, and soccer balls.  

Cards and donations are due to LIRS by December 3, 2021.  You may drop off cards and donations at 

Zion for mailing to LIRS by November 29th. 

 

OREMUS:     

Care Facility:  Richard Misenhelter (UPMC Heritage Place, Squirrel Hill), 

Carol Hendershot (Woodside, Presbyterian Sr. Care, Oakmont)  

Prayers Requested For:  Barbara Cooper, Nick, Jamie & Eliza Lamorte, Nancy Fabel, Sandra Short, Debbie 

Marks, Bob Beresky, Les Vidmar, Alan Dippold, Neil Santoriello, Wayne Stumpf, Kathy Kraf, Chris Vuocolo 

(nephew of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio), Linda Bartley (sister of Carol Dugan), Beth Rall, Joe Hesketh, Ezra Jordan 

(great grandson of Sandra Short), Mary Lucas (friend of Amy Santoriello), Rob Pelc (friend of Kathy Conrad), 

Jamie Anthony (niece of Kathy Conrad), Morgan (niece of Joe & Marc Schuler), Jim Kelly (cousin of Bob 

Page), Chris Nieser (cousin of Julie Nieser), Tom Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), John Santoriello 

(brother of Neil Santoriello), Bob Swezey (friend of Annette Felmley), Evelyn Lamm, Theodore Stolp, Jr. 

Ingeborg Booher, Mary Jean Hawkins (cousin of Neil Santoriello), Rachel Faulkner, John & Margaret 

Thompson (mother & father of Darren Thompson), Larry Dillon (cousin of Rhonda Pope), Kim Paronish 

(sister-in-law of Kara Albrecht), Denise Capobianco (friend of Sandra Short),  Judy Danik (friend of Charlotte 

Murray), Tom Brown (nephew of Amy Seroky), Yolanda Szitas (mother of Carol Dugan), Bekki Hessong 

(cousin of Diane Santoriello), Samara Davis (sister of Diane Santoriello), Aarika Maisak (friend of Kara 

Albrecht), Dan Smerker (grandfather of Cassie and Kyra Short), Patrick Taylor, Dorothy DeLuca (sister of 

Evelyn Ross), Donna Spinazzola (friend of Sallie Lazar). 

 

Appreciation Letter:  I want to take a moment and let you all know how much you are appreciated.   

You are a true angel to my family and I’m more grateful to you than words can express.  Few people 

Possess the considerate, unselfish, loving heart that you all have and eve fewer are willing to give 

So much of themselves.  I thank you all for your kindness and for being the wonderful, amazing people 

You are.  I know I am blessed to have you all in my life.  Thanks for being a blessing in our lives.   

May Almighty God reward you all abundantly.    AMEN                   The Hassan Family   

 



    
                                   Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday in November! 
 
 

November Birthdays                                                             Anniversaries                                                         

11/2   Nathan Clydesdale                              11/20/1999   Megan & Bob Houghtelin 

11/4   Michelle Cafaro                                  11/17/2007   Christine & Bob Clydesdale, Jr. 

11/11   Kristi Thompson                                 11/29/2008   Kristi & Darren Thompson 

11/12   Susan Baumann                                  11/03/2018   Kristen & Aaron Williams 

11/13   Kay Clydesdale 

11/20   Bob Welsh 

11/20   Tim Stumpf 

11/21   Fred Ross 

11/24   Callie Bostwick 

11/28   Linda Mitnik 

11/28   Breanna Smith 

11/29   Kristen Williams 

11/30   Rhonda Pope 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


