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Gathering 

 
Prelude:                                                  “Music from the Service” 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 In the name of the Father, 
 and of the + Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have squandered your bountiful gifts. 
We have considered the blessings of the harvest our due. 
We have been indifferent in planning and planting 
for the future needs of your church. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, cause gratitude to ripen in our hearts and wisdom to mature in our 
minds, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 
The assembly stands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gathering Song 
       Kyrie 

 
 

 
 
    



Hymn of Praise: “Above the Hills” 

 
 
Greeting & Prayer of the Day 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you grant us an abundant harvest so that your children throughout 
the world may be fed. Establish in us thankfulness and faithful stewardship, that we 
may return the first fruits of praise and use your gifts of field and livestock, tree and 
vine to fulfill the needs of the hungry and the sojourner; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 
Word 

First Reading:                                                                       Deuteronomy 26:1-1 
When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the 
LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who 
is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare to the LORD your God that I 
have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us." When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD 
your God, you shall make this response before the LORD your God: "A wandering 
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few 
in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the 
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried 
to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with 
signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.   So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that 
you, O LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before the LORD your God and 
bow down before the LORD your God.   Then you, together with the Levites and the 
aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your 
God has given to you and to your house.      The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm                                                          Psalm 67 
 

 
 
1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
      may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
      your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
      let all the | peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and | sing for    
      joy, for you judge the peoples with    
      equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. 
5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
      let all the | peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought | forth its  
      increase; God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7May God | give us blessing, 
     and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 
 
Second Reading:                                                                           2 Corinthians 9:6-1 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have 
made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by 
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 
work. As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.   
You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies 
the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through 
the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the 
gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all 
others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of 
God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!    The word of 
the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 



Gospel:                                                                                                 Luke 12:13-21 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.”   But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 
arbitrator over you?”   And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then 
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.   And he 
thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’   Then 
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods.   And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’   But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’   So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.”   
                                         The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Children’s Sermon                                                                             Deacon Amy Santoriello 
 
Sermon                                                                                                 Pastor Martha McCreight 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hymn of the Day         “As Saints of Old”                                   ELW 695 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
We respond to each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
You may share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Through your Son, you taught us that true riches are to be found in loving you 
rather than earthly treasure. For your glory, and to give us the fullness of life and 
salvation, Christ emptied himself upon the cross and was raised in power to sit at 
your right hand.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join in adoring song. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Let the peoples praise you, generous and abundant Creator: 
you scatter abroad and give to the poor; 
you provide seed to the sower and bread for food; 
Let the peoples praise you: 
you called Israel to be your chosen people, 
to preserve your word and to scatter it abroad. 
Let the peoples praise you: 
when time had ripened, you sent the Word, your Son, into the world, 
so that all might have life and have it abundantly. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, how he fed the hungry and gave company to outcasts;  
how he healed the sick and freed those in bondage; 
how he taught and guided those who were seeking you; 
how he was handed over and gathered in for our sake; 
how he was resurrected as the first fruits of the dead, 
and how he promised to return for the great harvest home; 
we give you thanks, not as we ought, but as we are able. 
 
Send, we pray, your Spirit to this meal. 
Supply our needs, and those of all your saints, 
and fill us until we overflow with thanksgivings. 
Empowered by this meal, enlivened by your Spirit, 
move us to glorify you in faithfulness to the gospel 
and in generosity to all in need. 

 
United by your Spirit with all your people, 
we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
to you, our Source and our Goal, 
our Sun and our Shield, our God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Communion 
These words may be spoken as the presiding minister breaks the bread. 
Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together 
and became one, so let your church be brought together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ 
forever.    Amen. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
and each person may respond Amen. 
 
Communion Song 
O Lamb of God 

 
 
 
We Praise You for the Life That Stirs 

 



 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture. 
We rejoice that you have used the harvest of field and vineyard 
to renew and sustain us. 
 
Lead us as we go from this life-giving meal 
into lives of grateful service to you and your cherished creation; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Sending 

Blessing 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song 

 
 
Dismissal 
The worship is ended, now the service begins. 
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
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We pray that you will know the peace and love and strength of Christ in our assembly 
today.  

VISION STATEMENT 
Centered in God’s unconditional love and grace, Zion Lutheran Church is called to bring 
Christ’s peace and healing to our diverse community and world through worship, 
learning, nurturing, equipping and witnessing. 
 
The Sanctuary candle is given today in honor of Michael Pierce’s birthday by Cindy 
Pierce. 
 
We welcome you to worship this morning and are so happy you are here!  Starting 
today, we will remain indoors for the rest of the year and ongoing.   Regardless of 
vaccination status, we ask you to remain masked for the service. 
 
Faith Promise Cards:  Please pray and discern how you would like to contribute for 
the upcoming year.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 
 
Zion’s Annual Trunk or Treat is Back!   It will be held Saturday, October 23rd,  
from 3-5pm in the Zion parking lot.   All children are invited to trick or treat in the lot.   
If you would like to sponsor a trunk, please sign up on the sheet in the Gathering 
Space. 
If you would like to volunteer to help out, please let the Church office know. 
 
Adult Bible Study: We meet on Wednesdays at 1pm in person to study the 
Apocrypha. Bring your bibles (preferably with an Apocrypha) and your questions as 
we study these texts together and their importance in the life of the Christian faith.  
If you do not have one of these, we have a few here at church for you to borrow. 
 
Memorial Candles:  If you would like to reserve the Sanctuary candle for 2022 in 
memory or in honor of someone, please let the Church office know.  They are $5.00 
each.  Thank you. 
 
Theology After Hours: Join us in-person as we gather in the Gerhard Lounge to 
discuss a chapter each week from the Rev Canon Esau McCaulley's book "Reading 
While Black". Per N.T. Wright, "Esau McCaulley's voice is one we urgently need to hear. 
This book is prophetic, biblical, measured, wise, friendly, and well-reasoned - and thus all 
the more hard-hitting." So bring yourself, a copy of the book, and an open mind and 
heart as we dig into biblical interpretation through the eyes of the Black church.  
 
Our Parish Life team will host a Reformation Bonfire after worship, where we will 
enjoy hot beverages and soft pretzels and a few other exciting activities, on Sunday, 
October 31.  We will party like it's 1517! 
 
Let The Sunday School Upcycle Your Trash:  For this year’s craft projects, our Sunday 
School needs your help in collecting the following items: 
      Newsprint (by Christmas)                    Oui Yogurt glass jars (by Thanksgiving)                   
If you use any of these items, please consider donating them to us rather than the 
trash or recycle bin.  Collection bins will be in the Gathering Space closet area. 
 
YUMMMMM Rolls with Cinnamon Butter....Our Youth are holding a fundraiser for 
their trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering at Texas Roadhouse on November 9th from 4-
8pm.  10% of the proceeds from your meal will be put toward their trip.  You can dine 
in or take out, but YOU MUST HAVE THE FLYER WITH YOU for our youth to get the 



proceeds.  We will also hold our basket raffle that evening.  Look for the Flyer in our 
bulletin starting October 24th. 
 
 
OREMUS:     
Care Facility:  Richard Misenhelter (UPMC Heritage Place, Squirrel Hill), 
Carol Hendershot (Woodside, Presbyterian Sr. Care, Oakmont)  
Prayers Requested For:  Nancy Fabel, Sandra Short, Debbie Marks, Dorothy Renn 
(mother of Cindy Pierce), Maryan Yoder, Bob Beresky, Les Vidmar, Alan Dippold, Al 
D’Ambrosio, Neil Santoriello, Wayne Stumpf, Kathy Kraf, Marie Dixon, Chris Vuocolo 
(nephew of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio), Linda Bartley (sister of Carol Dugan), Jean 
Betker, Beth Rall, Joe Hesketh, Darren Thompson, Ezra Jordan (great grandson of 
Sandra Short), Mary Lucas (friend of Amy Santoriello), Rob Pelc (friend of Kathy 
Conrad), Jamie Anthony (niece of Kathy Conrad), Morgan (niece of Joe & Marc 
Schuler), Jim Kelly (cousin of Bob Page), Chris Nieser (cousin of Julie Nieser), Tom 
Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), John Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), 
Bob Swezey (friend of Annette Felmley), Evelyn Lamm, Theodore Stolp, Jr. Ingeborg 
Booher, Mary Jean Hawkins (cousin of Neil Santoriello), Rachel Faulkner, John & 
Margaret Thompson (mother & father of Darren Thompson), Larry Dillon (cousin of 
Rhonda Pope), Kim Paronish (sister-in-law of Kara Albrecht), Denise Capobianco 
(friend of Sandra Short),  Judy Danik (friend of Charlotte Murray), Tom Brown 
(nephew of Amy Seroky), Yolanda Szitas (mother of Carol Dugan), Bekki Hessong 
(cousin of Diane Santoriello), Samara Davis (sister of Diane Santoriello), Aarika 
Maisak (friend of Kara Albrecht), Dan Smerker (grandfather of Cassie and Kyra 
Short), Patrick Taylor, Dorothy DeLuca (sister of Evelyn Ross), Donna Spinazzola 
(friend of Sallie Lazar), for the family and friends of Jack Kelly, and for the family and 
friends of  
Don Fabel. 
 
ZION EVENTS THIS WEEK  
Sunday, October 17:         9:30 – Indoor worship, Livestream on Facebook                                  
                                                        11:30- CCC Church – Chapel    
                                                        6:30-7:30 - EAYC  
 
Monday, October 18:               1:00 – Zion Book Club – in person or Zoom 
 
Tuesday, October 19:               7:00 – Budget & Finance – in person 
 
Wednesday, October 20:       1:00 Bible Study – in person        
                                                                                                    
Thursday, October 21:             7:00 – Theology after Hours – in person 
 
Saturday, October 23:             3-5pm – Trunk or Treat-outside parking lot 


