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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                               November 28, 2021 

Prelude:  “Suite for Organ, I  Prelude: Meditation with Plainsong”       Robert Below 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

http://www.zionpennhills.org/


If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW #436     “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”          

The assembly stands to sing. 

 

ADVENT 1 LIGHTING OF WREATH AND PRAYER 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, 

 that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. 

Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first candle is lit. The assembly sings verse one of Light One Candle. 

 



 
 

 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 

 

 

Kyrie: 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from 

the threatening dangers of our sins, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

sit 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.   In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land.   In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 

this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”               

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:  25:1-10 

Odd verses: choir 

Even verses: all 
1To | you, O Lord, 

  I lift | up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 

  and teach | me your paths. 
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 

 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, 

O Lord. 
8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
9You lead the low- | ly in justice 

  and teach the low- | ly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 



How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you?   Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 

to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  Now may our God and Father 

himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.   And may the Lord make you 

increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 

you.   And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.   

                              The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 

The Holy Gospel according to St Luke the 21st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.   People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory.   Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  Then he told them a parable: 

“Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is already near.   So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.   Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.   Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away.  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that 

day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 

the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 

Man.”          The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#244      “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”  

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 



creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn 

for God’s presence, responding to each petition with the words, “your mercy is 

great…” 

…God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 

prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace 

be with you,” or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING HYMN:  ELW #247       “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

The assembly stands. 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 

of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  



 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all 

things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And 

so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 

SANCTUS  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; 



you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. 

We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. 

We thank you for the new world to come 

and for the love that will rule all in all. 

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, 

the people of your promise: 

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 

the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile, 

and the prophets’ words that will not be in vain. 

In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, 

who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 

we remember the incarnation of your Son: 

his human birth and the covenant he made with us. 

We remember the sacrifice of his life: 

his eating with outcasts and sinners, 

and his acceptance of death. 

But chiefly we remember his rising from the tomb, 

his ascension to the seat of power, 

and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. 

We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, 

when Christ will come again in beauty and power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we and all who share in this bread and cup 

may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, 

and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants 

of every time and every place, and unite them 

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 

until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen, amen, amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 



thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW #245       “Creator of the Stars of Night” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW #252       “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older” 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you 

have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

 

SENDING SONG 

The assembly stands to sing. 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

The worship has ended. Now the service begins.  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE:                                  “Wachet Auf”                                     Paul Manz 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.      
                        

We pray that you will know the peace and love and strength of Christ in our assembly 

today 

.  



VISION STATEMENT 

Centered in God’s unconditional love and grace, Zion Lutheran Church is called to 

bring Christ’s peace and healing to our diverse community and world through 

worship, learning, nurturing, equipping and witnessing. 

 

The Sanctuary candle is given today in memory of Merle Daw from Carol Daw and 

family. 

 

We welcome you to worship this morning and are so happy you are here!  Today, we 

will be commemorating the First Communion of the following children:  Nicholas 

Albrecht, Aliyah Clark, Callie Bostwick, Rylee Bostwick, Alexis Rall, Nathan 

Clydesdale, Georgia Kirkpatrick, and Cassidy Betker.  We will also have cake in the 

Gathering Space afterwards.  Regardless of vaccination status, we ask you to remain 

masked for the service.   

   

Faith Promise Cards:  If you have not already done so, please don’t forget to turn in 

your Faith Promise for 2022.  Thank you for your kindness and generosity!  There are 

extra cards in the Narthex. 

 

Advent:  We will be making Advent wreaths today as an individual or as a family.   

We are in need of volunteers to light the Advent wreath and pray the selected prayer at 

the beginning of worship.  If interested, please see Pastor Martha.   

 

Advent Midweek Worship:  We will worship in person and over Facebook on 

December 1, 8, and the 15th at 7:00pm.  We will have a reading and sing Holden 

Evening Prayer together in the Sanctuary.  On December 22nd at 7:00pm, we will hold 

a Blue Christmas evening service at 7:00pm both in person and over Facebook. 

 

New Member Class:  For those interested in formally joining Zion, we will meet next 

Sunday, December 5th after worship to discuss and answer questions about Zion and 

it's ministries.  Please see Pastor Martha if interested. 

 

Hope for the Holidays:  Join Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service in spreading 

hope to children and families in immigration detention this holiday season.  Your 

holiday cards and donations to purchase gifts for children will remind them that they 

are not forgotten during the holiday season.  LIRS is the only national non-profit 

organization that has this special partnership with the family detention centers.  Each 

year, we are given access to information about children who are being held in 

detention over the holiday season.  With that information, we are able to hand-select 

gifts like books, journals, art supplies, teddy bears, and soccer balls.  Cards and 

donations are due to LIRS by December 3, 2021.  You may drop off cards and 

donations at Zion for mailing to LIRS by November 29th. 

 

Midweek Advent Bible Study:  We will meet in person and over Zoom starting this 

Wednesday, December 1st at 1:00pm.  We will hold brief worship and study on Mary's 

Magnificat.   

 

Advent Theology After Hours:  We will meet starting this Thursday, December 2nd 

in person and over Zoom for a "Freedom of Advent" study using selected Maya 

Angelou poems.  Please see Pastor Martha for materials if you are 

interested.  Zoom link will be sent out this week. 

 

 

Poinsettia/Special Offering:  For Christmas, you can order a Poinsettia for $10, or 

you can make a donation of any amount towards the following funds:  National Youth 

Gathering or Guest Musician Fund.  Just fill out the form enclosed in the bulletin and 

return to the Church office by December 12th. 

 



Angel Tree:  This year Zion is partnering with the Glade Run Foundation to provide 

gifts for their Angel Tree this Christmas for families in need. There are 3 ways you can 

give to the Angel Tree. 

1. There are tags on our Angel Tree in the Gathering Space, you can choose a tag 

and purchase a gift for that child.  Please return gift with the tag, unwrapped to 

Zion by December 10. 

2. Gift Cards and Monetary Donations: You can make a monetary donation or 

purchase a gift card to Walmart, Target, Giant Eagle, Aldi, Amazon, Dollar 

Tree, Dollar General, The Home Depot, Lowes, Sheets, Walgreens, Homegoods, 

Marshalls, Dick’s, Michaels, Subway, and McDonalds. Please turn those into 

the Zion’s office by Dec 10. 

3. Purchase a gift via Glade Run’s online wish list: 

Amazon: Visit smile.amazon.com. Sign into your account. Under Accounts & List, 

scroll down to AmazonSmile Charity Lists and Choose Glade Run Holiday Drive. 

Walmart: Visit https//rb.gy/kbqevk    Target: Visit tgt.gifts/gladerun 

 

Chrismon Tree:  Zion is the very fortunate recipient of a combination of gifts that 

during the Advent season make our narthex a wonderful witness of Christian symbols 

throughout history.  The stately evergreen tree is the gift of Brenda and Reid Wolfe.  

The Chrismon ornaments are the gifts of two Lutheran congregations.  The first 

ornaments were the handiwork of the members of Advent Lutheran Church in Penn 

Hills and came to Zion with Advent members when their church closed.  This year a 

new group of Chrismons was given to Zion by Maryan and Stan Yoder, the handiwork 

of the members of St. Andrew's Lutheran Church in Chicago, the parish Stan served 

years ago. Zion is grateful for these meaningful gifts.  The tree, lighted each night, 

helps to spread the message of the birth and life of Christ to the people of Penn Hills 

and to all who pass on Frankstown Road. 

 

THANK YOU!  A great, big Zion thanks to all those of you who dined and donated at 

Texas Roadhouse in support of the youth going to the ELCA Youth Gathering next 

summer.  We raised $500 from raffle ticket sales.  We raised $335 from dining!  Way 

to go! 

 

Annual IRA Required Minimum Distribution (RMD):  If you are 72 or older, 

please consider Zion Lutheran Church as the recipient of a charitable gift from 

your RMD without incurring income tax on the gift amount. These gifts can be 

designated to Current Expenses, Major Maintenance, the Zion Mission 

Endowment Fund (in honor or memory of loved ones), and/or any other special 

fund. A form is available in the tract rack in the narthex to indicate your 

preferred designation(s). Talk to Pat Pope if you have questions about the form. 

You should consult your IRA custodian, tax advisor, or an attorney for this 

distribution. Distributions from your IRA plan must be made payable directly 

from your IRA custodian to Zion Lutheran Church. You must act before 

December 31 of each year. 

 

Memorial Candles:  If you would like to reserve the Sanctuary candle for 2022 in 

memory or in honor of someone, please let the Church office know.  They are $5.00 

each.  Thank you. 

 

If you would like to send a card to Barbara Cooper while she is at Grand Residence,  

here is the address:  45 McMurray Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15241, Room #237. 

OREMUS:     

Care Facility:  Richard Misenhelter (UPMC Heritage Place, Squirrel Hill), 

Carol Hendershot (Woodside, Presbyterian Sr. Care, Oakmont)  

Prayers Requested For:  Barbara Cooper, Diane Santoriello, Nancy Fabel, Sandra 

Short, Bob Beresky, Les Vidmar, Alan Dippold, Neil Santoriello, Wayne Stumpf, 

Kathy Kraf, Chris Vuocolo (nephew of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio), Christi Price (niece of 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://rb.gy/kbqevk


Sandra Short), Linda Bartley (sister of Carol Dugan), Beth Rall, Sr. Judy, Anne 

Tolpingrud (friend of Pastor Martha) Tom & Carolyn Schuler, David Quinn (nephew 

of Barry & Charlotte Fraser), Joe Hesketh, Ezra & Emery Jordan (great grandchildren 

of Sandra Short), Rob Pelc (friend of Kathy Conrad), Jamie Anthony (niece of Kathy 

Conrad), Jim Kelly (cousin of Bob Page), Chris Nieser (cousin of Julie Nieser), Tom 

Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), John Santoriello (brother of Neil Santoriello), 

Bob Swezey (friend of Annette Felmley), Evelyn Lamm, Theodore Stolp, Jr. Ingeborg 

Booher, Mary Jean Hawkins (cousin of Neil Santoriello), Rachel Faulkner, John & 

Margaret Thompson (mother & father of Darren Thompson), Kim Paronish (sister-in-

law of Kara Albrecht), Denise Capobianco (friend of Sandra Short),  Judy Danik 

(friend of Charlotte Murray), Tom Brown (nephew of Amy Seroky), Yolanda Szitas 

(mother of Carol Dugan), Bekki Hessong (cousin of Diane Santoriello), Samara Davis 

(sister of Diane Santoriello), Aarika Maisak (friend of Kara Albrecht), Dan Smerker 

(grandfather of Cassie and Kyra Short), Patrick Taylor, Dorothy DeLuca (sister of 

Evelyn Ross), Donna Spinazzola (friend of Sallie Lazar). 

 

ZION EVENTS THIS WEEK  

Sunday, November 28:          9:30 Worship inside, Livestream on Facebook                                                    

                                                  11:30- CCC Church – Chapel     

 

Monday, November 29:         Between 9-11am – Food Truck delivery 

 

Wednesday, December 1:      1-2 – EAYC – Chapel 

                                                  1:00 – Midweek Advent Bible Study– 

                                                  Gerhard Lounge/Zoom 

                                                  7- Advent Service – Sanctuary & Facebook 

                                                  7:30 – Council – Chapel 

 

Thursday, December 2:         7-Choir – Chapel 

                                                 7-Theology after Hours – Gerhard Lounge & Zoom 

 

                                                  

 


