
Mardi Gras
This year Zion's Mardi Gras looked a
little different, but those whole came
had a  blast! We played games, we said
goodbye to the Alleliuas, and just had
fun being  together. Check out the
photos in the newsletter! 
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Pastor's Page
“As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My soul 

 thirsts for God, for the living God.”

Psalm 42:1 
 

Here we are in March with the fever for Spring starting to set in those

with even the most die-hard-for-winter hearts. The snow is melting,

temperatures are warming up, and there is mud everywhere. As much

as I enjoy the winter months with downhill skiing and the sight of

glistening, snow-covered trees, even I must admit that the increased

days of sun and above-freezing temperatures have been a relief not

only to my body and mind but also to my soul. 

Let’s be honest, winter is not always the easiest for most folks. There is

the shoveling that one must do, unless you wait for the sun to melt it

all. The increased amount of darkness when 5:30 pm looks more like 8

pm. The chilly temperatures. Increased energy bills.The freezing wind.

The horrible roads covered in a thick  layer of berm. The patches of

black ice. The list goes on and on.

Yet, as soon as the temperatures start to rise, and snow turns to slush

and then to  puddles, our own selves experience a kind of relief.

Another season is ending and another season is before us. And the

cruelty of winter is met by the warmth and  growth of the spring

season. Much like the Psalmist above, we find ourselves longing for a

new season.

 If  anything, this past year of life during a pandemic has felt like one

long winter. Time with family and friends, vacations, and special plans

that have been  postponed or cancelled. Jobs that have moved remotely

or been cut entirely. Illnesses that have either crept up on you or been

a persistent struggle. Even the Lenten season can seem like one long,

tiresome winter journey as we all crawl towards the “finish line” of

Easter, ever eager to unbury our Alleluias.
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Zoom with a Missionary
The whole church and any interested
friends are invited to hear an update
on the ministry of Rachel Sowers in
Honduras. She is one of the
missionaries ZION supports. She
helps young women from the rural
areas attend college in the big city by
providing safe housing and shelter as
well as a Christian environment to 
 encourage their faith. Please, join us
Thursday March 4th @ 7pm on
ZOOM. You will be able to ask
questions, etc. We will put out the link
closer to the date.

Zion Lutheran Church

Let Us Egg Your Yard! 
The Youth Group at Zion Lutheran
Church will happily hide eggs on your
lawn Saturday, April 3rd between 9 and
5. We will also leave you a bag of candy
for your little egg hunters. 

$25 for 25 filled eggs for $40 for 50
filled eggs. Please call Zion at 412-242-
2626 or email
deadonamy@zionpennhills.org 
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Deacon's Desk
It feels like Friday, Sunday is coming…..

I feel like this year Holy Week is a metaphor for this

whole year. Early March 2020, felt hopeful, much like

the hosannas of Palm Sunday, but that joy turned very

quickly as the whole world turned upside down and

headed into lockdown. Yet, we still had hope that the

pandemic would be over soon We just needed to stay

in and follow some simple protocols, and it would all

be fine. I laugh at that now. The rest of the year has felt

like the last half of Holy Week, spending our days

confused and not knowing what was going to come

next, sadness and fear overtaking our daily lives. But

now, it seems like as Easter approaches and vaccines

are slowly becoming available; we too can hope of new

life. This experience has changed us all, just as the

disciples were changed by their experiences.

Post resurrection the apostles’ lives took different

paths as the way that they  understood the world.

Their world view had been completely rocked. I dare

say that so has ours. 

Yet, Lent is a time for nurturing growth not only in our relationship with God but also in our relationships

with others. Just as the ground doesn’t stop creating life because it’s winter, the same goes for us during Lent.

We take up the Lenten disciplines of prayer, service to others, almsgiving, fasting, and repentance that at

times feel tiresome, but in turn they help us to quench our deepest thirsts in life. Lent can feel like a season

with little to no water and yet it is where God meets each of us even more fully and deeply, revealing his heart

towards us. The journey  to the cross isn’t a hop-and-skip quick journey, but a process. It’s moving step by 

 step through the wilderness of temptation, through picking up our cross and following Jesus, through the

shouts of Hosanna of Palm Sunday until the Triduum  starting on Maundy Thursday. It’s moving through

each of our confessions and  returning towards God and opening our hands and our hearts towards even the

very least among us. 

May this Lenten season quench your deepest thirsts, feed your deepest hungers, and draw you ever more

fully and deeply into the grace, mercy, and love of Jesus Christ, who is the living God.

Peace,  

Pastor Martha

Like them we too will not be able to go back to the

“old ways".  The way we work and play will have

changed. Our understanding of quality time  with

family and friends has taken new meaning.

Personally, for me grabbing coffee with a friend or

mani/pedis with my nieces will have a whole new

importance. Date nights, getting dressed up to have

dinner or see a show… live theater will be a thing

again ;-) I’ll even enjoy going to a sporting event as

there will be other people there, not just Nick and I

yelling at the TV. (Seriously, I currently need a

bottle of anti-acids to watch the Pens play.) I have

great hope for after worship coffee hours. I can’t

wait to bake all those recipes  I’ve been reading and

share them with others. We will be able to gather in

our own versions of the upper room, and then to be

sent out to live our callings in the  world.

I know that it feels like Friday, but Easter Sunday is

coming.     

Blessings,

Deacon Amy
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2 Amy Santoriello  

4 Bonnie Heinecke

4 Annette Felmley 

5 Patricia Hauser  

5 Don Cook 

5 Jean Betker 

6 John Fitzroy

8 Amy Seroky 

11 Leia Felmley 

13 Lisa Stancliffe 

20 Joe Connors 

21 Jan Neleigh 

23 Robert Beresky 

24 Amanda Durick 

26 Jennifer Fabrizi 

26 Noah Clark 

27 Izabella Barnes 

29 Robert Clydesdale, Jr.

30 Dorothy Long 

31 Al Stumpf

Who Safeguards Zion’s Financial Assets?

This month’s ministry focus is the Budget & Finance Committee. This is a dedicated team made up of three

financial officers (Charlotte Murray, Treasurer; Tony Lamorte, Financial Secretary; Sue Clydesdale, Stewardship

Secretary), Pat Pope as chairperson, and members Pastor Martha McCreight, Mark Mauro, and Gail Snyder.

Taking care of the offerings and paying our bills is a vital and never-ending job. We have three deputies helping

to record the offerings and seven offering counters that assist them by counting the actual money and verifying

the checks. We are also grateful for the assistance that Julie Nieser gives our Treasurer.

We also oversee the memorial funds, annuities, and all other financial assets of the  church. We make sure the

benevolence is sent to the SWPA Synod and that all loans are paid on time. On an annual basis, we prepare and

present the budget and  prepare for the audit.

You can depend upon this team and trust them to do their jobs without fail and with utmost care. We have

established procedures and policies to safeguard your money and they are strictly followed. 

Submitted by Pat Pope

Committee Corner

March Anniversaries

Preparing
Hearts and
Minds for
Worship 

March 7 Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 (8)I Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22

March 14 Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (19) Ephesians 2:1-10

John  3:14-21 

March 21 Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 51:1-12 (10) or Psalm 119:9-16 (11)

Hebrews  5:5-10 John 12:20-33 

March 28 Procession with Palms: Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 Isaiah

50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 (5) Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:1 — 15:47 or Mark

15:1-39[40-47]

March Birthdays
3/20/1971 Richard & Linda Neumann

3/30/1996 Amy & Jim Seroky

Zion Book Club
Book club has added two more members. Will you be
next?

Zion's Book Club Meets at 1:00pm - contact Diane at
DianeSantoriello@gmail.com. or 412-435-6297 for
more
information.

3/15 The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

4/19 Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver

5/17 The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim

Richardson

6/21 Us Against Them by Fredrick Backman

7/19 The Dutch House by Ann Patchett



December Birthdays12/1 Joel Durick  

12/2 Robert Scott, Jr.  

12/5 Tony Lamorte 

12/6 Tonie Cook  

12/6 Karen McKee  

12/9 Josh Durick  

12/10 Wayne Stumpf 

12/10 Nicholas Harkins  

12/14 Shirley McClure  

12/14 Lucy Albrecht  

12/15 Mary Lou Feathers  

12/17 Diane Santoriello  

12/18 Sam Seroky  

12/18 Martha McCreight  

12/18 Olivia Kozak  

12/19 Stacey Kalkstein  

12/20 Kayla Houghtelin  

12/21 Carol Carter  

12/22 Elouise Brooky  

12/22 Tricia Ford  

12/25 Bev Vidmar  

12/27 Georgia Kirkpatrick  

12/28 Carl Haftl  

12/28 Connor Stover

Care Facility:  Carol Hendershot (Woodside, Presbyterian Sr. Care, Oakmont)

Prayers Requested For:  Marie Dixon, Neil Santoriello, Blake Buckwalter (granddaughter of Tracie & Bob

Stiffler and great granddaughter of Tonie & Don Cook), Chris Vuocolo (nephew of Mary Lou

D’Ambrosio),  Al D'Ambrosio, Jean Betker, Marlene Gumbert, Linda Neumann, Beth Rall, Rachel & Brian

Rossetti and Emily & Tryston Magnuson (friends of Breanna Smith), Patty Donelli (sister-in-law of

Wanda Kojsza), Sandra Short, Evelyn Lamm, Theodore Stolp, Jr., Ingeborg Booher, Nancy Fabel, Cooper

Fry (friend of Mollie Thompson), Nick Matthews (friend of Kathy Conrad), Pat Hornyak (cousin of Lori

Smith), Rachel Faulkner, Betty Ashford (grandma of Darren Thompson), Larry Dillon (cousin of Rhonda

Pope), Kim Paronish (sister-in-law of Kara Albrecht), Eric Cusler (friend of Patti Shifflett), Russel Jones

(brother of Doris Meyers), Edith Bell (friend of Diane Santoriello), Denise Capobianco (friend of Sandra

Short), Michelle Manzietti (friend of Rhonda Pope), Judy Danik (friend of Charlotte Murray), Tom Brown

(nephew of Amy Seroky), Yolanda Szitas (mother of Carol Dugan), Bekki Hessong (cousin of Diane

Santoriello), Lynn Doran (friend of Rhonda Pope), Samara Davis (sister of Diane Santoriello), Aarika

Maisak (friend of Kara Albrecht), Dan Smerker (grandfather of Cassie and Kyra Short), Patrick Taylor,

Dorothy DeLuca (sister of Ann Morris and Evelyn Ross), Donna Spinazzola (friend of Sallie Lazar), for

the family and friends of Ann Morris, and for the family and friends of Joseph McGee (stepfather of

Cassie & Kyra Short).
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Oremus

Virtual Mardi Grad Celebration!




