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Pastor’s Page 
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You 
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid.”  Matthew 5:13-14 
Here we are at the beginning of February. By now, you are 
either rockin’ your resolutions, or you’ve abandoned 
them entirely. And I don’t know about you, but I always 
find this time of the year to be a bit odd. There are no 
major holidays to celebrate with big groups of people 
(aside from birthdays and anniversaries, of course). The 
weather changes from one shade of gray to another with 
chilling wind and flurries here and there. Thank 
goodness, the sun shines from time to time. (Sometimes, 
you have to squint, but it’s there). 

Now, don’t get me wrong, I don’t need a major holiday or 
event to keep things interesting in my life. (I’m an 
introvert, after all.) But sometimes, the monotony of this 
time of year coupled with the same dreary weather day-
in-and-day out, or week after week, can get to be a bit, 
well, tiresome, even if it gives us the opportunity to catch 
our breath after the beginning of the year. 

Despite all of that, there is still much for us to soak up 
and learn during these remaining weeks in the season of 
Epiphany. For instance, we will hear Jesus describe to the 
disciples all about their new life in Christ, namely 
comparing it to being one of both salt and light. 

Jesus’ first illustration of the Christian life was salt. Salt 
had two purposes: it was a preservative, and it was a 
seasoning. Jesus focuses on the second with his 
illustration. The low-quality salt of Jesus’ day could 
actually lose its saltiness—and without its flavor, it really 
lost its character. It wasn’t good for seasoning, and it 
wasn’t good for preserving, and you couldn’t even throw 
it away in a field because it would kill vegetation. About 
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Important Meeting Notice 

There will be special Congregational 
Meeting after worship, but before 
the Mardi Gras festivities on Sunday, 
February 23 to discuss the proposed 
changes to the Congregational 
Constitution. The snow date for this 
meeting is March 1.  

Mardi Gras 

Don’t miss Mardi Gras! Our annual 
Mardi Gras and Pot Luck will happen 
after the short Congregational 
meeting on Sunday Feb 23, in 
addition to all the food, we will burn 
the palms, bury the Alleluia, and 
enjoy a talent show. There is still 
time to submit your acts! If we don’t 
have enough acts Diane Santoriello 
is threatening to sing a solo!  

Give Plus 

Online giving is here! You can 
download the “Give Plus” app on 
your phone or check out the “Give 
Now” page on our website!  

We will have a Help Desk after 
worship on 2/2, 2/9, and 2/16 to 
answer questions and help with 
account set-up. 

Note: Online giving is completely 
optional :-) 

Tips for Cops 

The Penn Hills Police Department is 
hosting their annual TIPS FOR COPS 
at Mohan’s Restaurant, Tuesday 
February 18. This is a fundraiser for 
the food pantries in Penn Hills 
(including Zion’s) Please consider 
supporting this community event.  
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all it was good for was to be thrown along a well- worn 
path where nothing would be planted or grown. 

Jesus’ second illustration of the Christian life was light. It 
goes without saying that light’s character is to make 
things visible. The light of the sun makes a city on a 
hillside visible to everyone who looks up during the day, 
much like how a good sunrise or sunset can illumine 
downtown Pittsburgh. And, of course, the light of a lamp 
makes a room visible to everyone who occupies it at 
night. To light an oil lamp in Jesus’ day and then hide it 
under a basket would defeat the purpose of the lamp. Its 
character is to shine not to hide. 

Salt and light both have a particular character. To ignore 
their character makes them useless. Salt without flavor is 
useless, and a hidden light is useless. Jesus uses these 
pictures as illustrations of the Christian life. Christians 
are salt in the world. They “season” the world by their 
good works done in faith and by their verbal expressions 
of faith. 

And Christians are light in the world. They “enlighten” 
the world by their public confession of faith and by lives 
that reveal hearts of faith. Shining, if you will, so that 
others may see their good works and glorify their Father 
in heaven. 

May Christ use you as both salt and light in the world, 
proclaiming forgiveness in his name and living out God’s 
Word in both words and in deeds. 

Peace,

Pastor Martha 

Deacon’s Desk 
As we at Zion prepare for the Presentation of Our Lord 
or what is also called the story of Simeon and Anna, who 
waited in the temple patiently to witness the fulfillment 
of prophets. It got me thinking about what exactly it is 
the Anna and Simeon see in this infant who is brought to 
temple. What are the gifts and talents the this little baby 
has to heal the world? We to come each week before the 
altar with gifts and talents for ministry. Each and 
everyone has gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit in our 
baptismal identity. As a congregation it is our call to 
nurture those gifts in each other. We are called to use 
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Coffee Hour Hosts are 
Needed 

In order to keep our weekly coffee 
hour schedule without interruption 
we ned some additional volunteer 
hosts.  If you can give of your time 
to set up and cleanup please sign 
up on the calendar near the sink in 
the gathering space.  If you have 
any questions please see any of 
the previous volunteers. 

We appreciate all the delicious 
treats so many people have been 
bringing in.  Currently we are 
asking people to sign up for 
Sundays from February through 
March. 

Newsletter Deadline 

Have an idea for an article? An 
update on a project? A photo from 
a Zion event? A shout-out or a 
thank-you? We’d love to have it! 

All content is due by the 20th of 
every month. You can email 
anything you have to: 

DianeSantoriello@gmail.com 

The deadline for the March 
newsletter is February 20th. 
Please help us get the Zion 
newsletter out in a timely fashion 
so that we can all stay in the loop! 

Caring for Creation: Vision, 
Hope and Justice 

As we enter Lent, recalling our 
mortality and the sacrifice Christ 
made for us, let us consider 
sacrificing some of our income by 
purchasing items that may be 
more expensive, but that return a 
just wage to those producing them 
and that help to take care of the 
earth. "Sufficiency charges us to 
work with each other and the 
environment to meet needs 
without causing undue burdens 
elsewhere."  

mailto:DianeSantoriello@gmail.com
mailto:DianeSantoriello@gmail.com
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those gifts to serve God and one and other. And the 
beautiful thing about our gifts is that gift set that you 
have are not duplicated in any other person. For us mere 
humans, it is a good idea to take time every now and 
again to ask ourselves, “What are my gifts and how am I 
using them?” The answer may change over time as we 
enter different seasons of our life. The gifts we used to 
teach crafts at VBS in our teen years, may now be the 
gifts we use help make a new banner. Or the talent we 
have for fixing the boiler in our 20’s might be the gift to 
advise the property teams in retirement. They way that 
we serve can change over time. But we should never stop 
refining those gifts and talents, just find new ways to use 
them. If you are interested in further conversation about 
your gifts and talents and how to use them, I am open to 
conversation about it. 

Blessings, 

Deacon Amy 

Nurse’s Notes 
Although February can be a challenging winter month 
for some of us, there are a couple of fun events -- 
Groundhog Day (always celebrated by Punxsutawney 
natives like me) and Valentines Day. From a health 
perspective, it is also American Heart Month.

Did you know that many Americans are not aware of the 
five most common symptoms of heart attack? Although 
there are actually more than five symptoms, only 53% of 
American adults can identify the five key ones! Take a 
moment or two to sit back and test yourself. How many 
symptoms can you name? 

Although major strides have been made in the treatment 
of heart attack, it’s crucial that emergency care be 
quickly provided – that means calling 911. Older 
individuals (age 65 or older) and men tend to delay 
evaluation and treatment. Remember that “time is 
muscle” --- delays in treatment can lead to more heart 
damage and death. 

The Health Ministry Team wants to help you increase 
you awareness of heart attacks (and stroke) symptoms 
and what action you need to immediately take if you or 
someone that you are with has these symptoms. As part 
of this initiative we will be distributing wallet/pocket 
cards that will be a quick reference. If you are not able to 
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Book Club 

Everyone is welcome at Zion's Book 
Club. We meet at one. Join us for 
one book or all of them. As you 
review the list you will see that we 
read a wide variety of books.  

Zion Book Club: Reading List 2020 
  
2/17 The Handmaids’ Tale by 
Margaret Atwood  
3/16 When I Was White by Sarah 
Valentine Marlene G. 
4/13 Carnegie’s Maid by Marie 
Benedict  
5/18 Letters from an Astrophysicist 
by  Neil DeGrasse Tyson  
6/15 Grandma Gatewood’s Walk by 
Ben Montgomery  
7/20 The Pianist from Syria by  
Aeham Ahmad  
8/17 The Soul of America by Jon 
Meacham 
9/21 Where the Crawdads Sing by  
Delia Owens  
10/19 Dying to be Me by Anita 
Moorjani  
11/16 The Testaments Margaret 
Atwood  
12/21 2021 book selections / 
potluck 

A Very Special Thank You 

Amy Seroky had a dream that our 
little food closet could turn into an 
even larger pantry and food 
distribution to serve the needs of 
Penn Hills. Amy has served faithful 
to lead us to a full blown 
distribution pantry, with fresh 
produce, dairy and eggs. 6 years 
ago it was serving 12 families a 
month, and now the average is 150 
families a month. Amy is stepping 
away from food pantry leadership 
and exploring other ways that she 
can use her talents. Well done good 
and faithful servant for all of your 
handwork and leadership!  
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attend worship services this month, we’ll be happy to get the 
cards to you. (Feel free to call or email a member of our 
Health Ministry Team or our office.) Heart healthy lifestyle 
changes will also be available in the Health Kiosk. 

As a reminder, experts recommend that adults aged 18 years 
or older should be screened for high blood pressure annually. 
Individuals with a blood pressure equal or greater to 130/80 
should have their blood pressure checked more frequently to 
decrease the risk of heart disease. Please take advantage of 
the routine screenings our nurses provide after worship on 
the second Sunday of each month. 

(PS. The five most common symptoms are the following: 
Chest pain/discomfort, shortness of breath, pain/discomfort 
in arm/ shoulder. feeling weak/lightheaded/faint and jaw/neck/
back pain. Congratulations if you were able to name them 
all! )

Warmly,

Kathy Conrad, RN 

Parish Nurse 

Annual Budget Meeting Recap - 
January 5th, 2019 
The congregation met on January 5th after worship to discuss and vote on 

the proposed budget for 2020. Council VP, Tom Felmley, called 
the meeting to order and Pastor Martha opened with prayer. 
An overview of the Narrative Budget was prepared and 

presented by Pastor Martha. This way of looking at the budget takes the “numbers” of 
operations and presents them in a wider and fuller picture of what God is up to here at Zion. 
Together, we give to financially support the ministries and programs of our church. How much 
money is spent? How is it spent? 

The narrative of who we are as a church unfolds in Scripture, in the life of Jesus and in the 
world. We live out this story in many ways, including through the Christian practices of: 
Worshipping, Learning, Caring, Reaching Out 

These four practices give us sacred containers within which we can place our financial resources 
so that Zion will be able to offer ministry and programming as we continue to live out God’s 
transforming love in so many faith-filled ways. This handout offers you a broad story to go along 
with the financial numbers as we discern and vote on our budget for 2020. A highlight of that is 
as follows: 

Worshipping: $107,698 = 32% of our $331,950 budget  
Learning: $78,114 = 24% of our $331,950 budget  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February Birthdays 

2/1 Diana Ansell 
2/2 Sallie Lazar  
2/3 Tammy Belohlavek 
2/6 Cassie Short 
2/6 Randall Marburger 
2/8 Tracie Stiffler  
2/9 Christopher Hendershot 
2/10 Kyra Short 
2/13 Don Fabel  
2/13 Jane Reimers 
2/15 Joshua Shifflett 
2/15 Hunter Krantz 
2/17 Neil Santoriello 
2/18 Tracy Shimko 
2/18 Rylee Bostwick 
2/19 Sandra Short 
2/21 Charles Dolney 
2/21 Linda Neumann 
2/23 Donna Federoff  
2/24  Samantha Lamorte 
2/26 Sarah Meyers 

February 
Anniversaries 

2/4/1956 Don & Nancy Fabel 

2/13/1960 Ed & Jan Barnett 

2/15/1964 Don & Tonie Cook 

2/25/1956 Paul & Mary Lou  
         Feathers 
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Caring: $59,180 = 18% of our $331,950 budget  
Reaching Out: $86,958 = 26% of our 331,950 budget 

We thank you for your generosity thus far and look forward to what God through the Holy 
Spirit will continue to do as well as create in ministry here at Zion and in the surrounding 
communities. Copies of this Narrative Budget are available in the Main Office if you would like 
a copy! 

Pat Pope then presented the budget financials for 2020. We approved the new budget for 2020 
at $331,950 including $26,805 in Benevolence to the Synod and $1,000 for our ELCA missionary. 
We received $231,592 in Faith Promises which is a slight increase over last year. Additional 
income was projected from those who did not make Faith Promises and from half the 
donations we receive from guest groups who use our facilities. 

Though the projected income still falls short of the budget by $64,000 we have much to be 
grateful for. We had 33 people increase their faith promises for 2020 and 4 new people made 
faith promises. Council is aware that the budget will be tight this year but we know that 
through it all, God is faithful. The congregation will be kept up to date if changes need to be 
made. 

Due to the congregational meeting in September to address property issues after the rainfall in 
July of last year, the Major Maintenance report was brief. We paid off $75,000 from the line of 
credit this year and are waiting on our contractor to complete the projects that we approved in 
September. Motion to adjourn: Patti Shifflett; Motion Seconded by Tammy Belholavek. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Martha 

Christian Stewardship is Love 
This is the season of new beginnings (1 Peter 4:10) “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” These gifts are not for our 
own purposes but to the purpose of the church. As we read Matthew 25 we are reminded to be 
good stewards of what we have been given

A steward is a manager of resources that belong to another such as a king’s prime minister, a 
manager of a farm or ranch, or someone who cares for the needs of the passengers on a train or 
ship. 

The essential idea of stewardship of trust. It is not that the steward trusts the employer but the 
employer (person in power) trusts the steward to manage the resources that do not belong to 
the steward. They manage the resources for the one who entrusted them. 

We are to be be God’s stewards. God entrusts His creation to people. Adam was trusted to care 
and protect the Garden. Tragically Adam and Eve failed resulting in shame, fear, alienation, 
ruin, and death.In the redemption of humanity God not only forgives and restores people to 
life, but to hold their role as the stewards of God over creation. In other words, stewardship os 
at the center of our identity as human and as Christians. We are created and called not to be 
served but to serve, to give ourselves to the world for the Glory of God, just as Jesus gave 
himself. 
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Stewardship is who we are and why we are. Scripture commonly uses the word servant for 
steward. We are the servants of the Lord entrusted to manage God’s resources for God’s 
purposes. 

The children of Israel gave a tithe of or 10% of their possession to the Lord. How much should 
we give being motivated by a love for Christ and thankfulness for all God has done for us? 

Submitted by Barry Frasier 

Oremus 
Rehab Facility:  Ann & Brice Morris (Concordia, Monroeville, Rm 211), Jon Kojsza (St. John 
Specialty Care Center, Mars, PA)

Prayers Requested For:   Neil Santoriello, Jean Coates, Helen Miller, Sandra Short, Evelyn 
Lamm, John Feist, Jim Mayer, for safe travels of Annette Felmley on her mission trip to Mexico, 
Theodore Stolp, Jr., Ingeborg Booher, Nancy Fabel, Ray Hufnagle (brother-in-law of Al 
Stumpf), Golda Preston (friend of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio), Joanne Maguire (friend of the 
Rickus family), Melissa Pickard (granddaughter of Norma Crissman), Bekki Hessong (cousin of 
Diane Santoriello), Betty Moyer (mother of Linda Neumann), Jeanne Robinson (friend of the 
Rickus family), Armando Henriquez (friend of the Rickus family), David & Kristen Biscardo 
(brother and sister-in-law of Marie Dixon), Emersyn Schwartz (friend of Kara Albrecht), 
Marissa Callahan (friend of Diane Santoriello), Melissa Whalen (niece of Charlotte Fraser), 
Samuel Biscardo (nephew of Marie Dixon), Ron Young (neighbor of Don & Tonie Cook), Rev. 
Paul Lubold, Lynn Doran (friend of Rhonda Pope), Samara Davis (sister of Diane Santoriello), 
Aarika Maisak (friend of Kara Albrecht), Gale Strozier (sister of Sandra Short), Andy Schifino 
(uncle of Ray Rall), Dan Smerker (grandfather of Cassie and Kyra Short), Patrick Taylor, 
Dorothy DeLuca (sister of Ann Morris and Evelyn Ross), Donna Spinazzola (friend of Sallie 
Lazar).
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Worship Assistants 
All Sunday services begin at 9:30am

Sunday, February 2, 2020– Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Acolytes Debbie Rall, Jaedyn Raible 
Altar Guild Amy Seroky, Amanda Durick 
Bread Rachel Dolney 
Communion Assistants Gail Snyder, Jeannette Christensen 
Communion Presenters Jane Bigenho, Shirley McClure 
Greeters Jan Neleigh, Neil Santoriello 
Ushers Jim Seroky, Amy Seroky, Paul Feathers 
Offering Counters Mary Lou D’Ambrosio, Jan Barnett 
__________________________________________________________________________
Sunday, February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (Youthquake)                         
Acolytes Josh Shifflett, Cassie Short 
Altar Guild Amy Seroky, Amanda Durick 
Bread         Pat Hauser 
Communion Assistants  Paul Agnew, Brenda Wolfe 
Communion Presenters Fred & Evelyn Ross 
Greeters The Durick Family
Ushers Mark Mauro, Janet Mauro, Donna Federoff 
Offering Counters           Sue Clydesdale, Doris Meyers 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday, February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Acolytes    Brooke Davis, Izzy Barnes 
Altar Guild    Miriam Williams, Diane Marburger 
Bread     Sue Clydesdale
Communion Assistants  Pat Pope, Sue Clydesdale 
Communion Presenters  The Albrecht Family 
Greeters    Jan & Ed Barnett 
Ushers    Neil Santoriello, Bob Stiffler, Charlotte Fraser 
Offering Counters     Jenny Fabrizi, Don Cook  
__________________________________________________________________________
Sunday, February 23 2020 – Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Acolyte    Cassie Short, Leia Felmley, Josh Shifflett 
Altar Guild    Miriam Williams, Diane Marburger 
Bread     Elona Snyder
Communion Assistants  Ed & Jan Barnett 
Communion Presenters       Kay Clydesdale, Sue Clydesdale 
Greeters    Dorothy Long 
Ushers    Tony Lamorte, Mark Mauro, Janet Mauro 
Offering Counters   Tony Lamorte, Mark Mauro 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 – Ash Wednesday 
Acolyte    (7pm) Debbie Rall 
Altar Guild    (7pm) Debbie Rall
Communion Assistants  (Noon) Jan Neleigh, Marlene Gumbert (7pm) Kathy Conrad, 
     Gail Snyder 
Communion Presenters       (Noon) Shirley McClure, Neil Santoriello (7pm) The Felmley 
     Family 
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